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NO PIG-LINKED STREPTOCOCCUS SUIS CASES IN MALAYSIA, 
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The Department of Veterinary
Services (DVS) has confirmed that
Malaysia remains free of any
outbreak involving Streptococcus
suis, a pig-linked bacterium
recently highlighted in Thai media
reports.
The department issued a
statement following reports of
human fatalities in Thailand caused
by the bacterium, which has
triggered public health warnings
there.
“However … Malaysia remains free
of any pig-related disease
outbreak caused by the
Streptococcus suis bacterium,”
said the department.
Streptococcus suis, which causes
streptococcosis or “deafness fever”
in humans, is zoonotic and can be
transmitted through open wounds
or by consuming undercooked
pork. It is known to affect pigs,
especially weaned piglets.
The DVS noted that early signs in
pigs include fever, inconsistent
appetite, lethargy, depression, and
shifting lameness. More advanced
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cases may show signs of
meningitis such as ear retraction,
squinting, loss of coordination
and dog-like sitting posture.
The department said it continues
to closely monitor the situation to
ensure animal health and food
safety.
Those working in the pig industry
such as farmers, slaughterhouse
staff, transporters and pork
vendors, have been urged to use
personal protective equipment,
including gloves and protective
clothing.
“All pig farmers and livestock
handlers are encouraged to be
alert to any changes in their
health and to seek medical
attention immediately if they
exhibit symptoms,” the DVS
added.
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PUTRAJAYA, May 13 — Malaysia is
free of Streptococcus suis
bacterial infections linked to pigs,
said the Veterinary Services
Department (DVS).
In a statement today, the DVS
said it had received feedback
after Thai media recently
reported human deaths caused
by Streptococcus suis infections
originating from pigs in Thailand.
“This disease, or streptococcosis –
also known as deafness fever in
humans – has triggered a public
health warning in Thailand.
“However … Malaysia remains free
of any pig-related disease
outbreak caused by the

Streptococcus suis bacterium,” the
statement said.
Streptococcus suis is a significant
bacterium that causes
streptococcosis in pigs, especially
among weaned piglets.
This disease is zoonotic, meaning it
can be transmitted to humans
through open wounds exposed to
blood or fluids from infected pigs,
or through the consumption of
undercooked pork.
The DVS said early clinical signs of
the disease in pigs include fever,
inconsistent appetite, shifting
lameness between legs, lethargy
and depression.



“Infected pigs may also show
more distinct signs of meningitis,
such as pulling back their ears,
squinting, loss of coordination,
and adopting abnormal body
positions (such as sitting like a
dog),” the statement added.
The DVS continues to monitor the
situation closely and remains
committed to safeguarding
animal health and food safety to
protect public veterinary health
and the well-being of the people.
Individuals involved in the pig
industry — including farmers,
slaughterhouse workers, meat
transporters and pork vendors —
are advised to take appropriate
personal protective measures,

such as wearing gloves and
protective clothing when handling
pigs or pork products.
“All pig farmers and livestock
handlers are encouraged to be
alert to any changes in their
health and to seek medical
attention immediately if they
exhibit symptoms,” the statement
read.
— Bernama
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Malaysia remains free of streptococcus suis bacterial infections linked
to pig livestock, according to the Veterinary Services Department
(DVS). In a statement today, the DVS said it had received various
reactions following a report in the Thai media regarding recent human
deaths caused by streptococcus suis infections originating from pigs in
Thailand.
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PUTRAJAYA, 13 Mei - Malaysia
masih bebas daripada jangkitan
bakteria Streptococcus suis yang
berpunca daripada ternakan babi.
Jabatan Perkhidmatan Veterinar
(DVS) memaklumkan, pihaknya
menerima pelbagai reaksi
berhubung laporan media
tempatan Thailand mengenai
kematian melibatkan manusia
akibat jangkitan bakteria tersebut
yang dikesan di negara itu baru-
baru ini.
“Penyakit ini, yang dikenali sebagai
streptococcosis atau turut digelar
deafness fever dalam kalangan
manusia, telah mencetuskan
amaran kesihatan awam di
Thailand. Namun, sehingga kini,
tiada sebarang wabak penyakit babi
disebabkan bakteria Streptococcus
suis dikesan di Malaysia,” menurut
DVS menerusi kenyataan.

Bakteria Streptococcus suis
merupakan patogen utama yang
menyebabkan penyakit
streptococcosis dalam kalangan
ternakan babi, khususnya anak babi
selepas tempoh bercerai susu.
Penyakit itu diklasifikasikan sebagai
zoonotik iaitu penyakit yang boleh
menjangkiti manusia melalui luka
terbuka yang terdedah kepada
darah atau cecair badan daripada
babi yang dijangkiti, atau melalui
pengambilan daging babi yang
tidak dimasak dengan sempurna.
DVS menegaskan pihaknya sentiasa
memantau situasi semasa dan kekal
komited dalam memastikan
kesihatan haiwan serta
keselamatan makanan berasaskan
haiwan terus terpelihara demi
melindungi kesihatan awam
veterinar dan kesejahteraan rakyat.
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